The Australian Sex Party

The Australian Sex Party was launched in November 2008 and immediately caused a stir in both the media and in the political scene, proving that their policies were timely, thought provoking and currently being ignored by the major political parties.  Within weeks the party had more than the necessary 500 members to fulfill the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) requirements for registration.  The party's registration set a precedent with the AEC as they were required to investigate whether the party's name was obscene for the purposes of a political party.  Their report found that the Sex Party could not be considered obscene and we became a registered political party in August 2009.  Fiona Patten, Sex Party Convener stated "One of the reasons for establishing the party was to provide a positive platform for sexual issues amongst the negative notions of sex that most politicians and political parties have.  The fact that the AEC spent so much time considering the word 'sex' further exhibits our need for honest and open discussion about sexual matters - be they censorship, education, health or discrimination."

Since it's launch the Sex Party has been campaigning tirelessly on many issues including:

The establishment of a truly national classification scheme which includes a uniform non-violent erotica rating for explicit adult material for all jurisdictions and through all media including the Internet and computer games.

To overturn mandatory ISP filtering of the Internet.

To ensure the sexual rights and freedoms of the disabled and elderly.

And to create total equal rights in all areas of the law for gay, lesbian and transsexuals.

(A complete list of policies can be found at www.sexparty.org.au)

In November 2009 the party ran candidates (an adult industry lobbyist and an erotic dancer) in two by-elections, which were being held in two of the most conservative electorates in Australia.  The party came third and fourth in these local elections and managed to raise a great deal of awareness about it's policies and also the conservatism that is plaguing politics today.

In 2010 the party will continue to make it's stand against censorship, discrimination and ignorance being displayed by morals campaigners and prudish politicians, and will attempt to restore true democracy by representing the views of the vast majority of Australians who are relaxed and tolerant of a broad spectrum of sexual expression.  Over the coming years the Australian Sex Party will field candidates at all levels of government in order to bring about meaningful law reform around equality, censorship, sexual health, and child protection.

