First and foremost, many thanks for your encouragement in respect of this award and confirmation that it is not restricted to fiction.  The day may come (I hope) when I can put myself forward in that area – but not yet.

Since I have been nominated, I am attaching the draft of what I hope may turn out to be a significant contribution to the debate on sexuality in the UK, as well as some additional references and supporting background for the judges to consider.

First, myself.  I identify now as a writer on sex and sexuality, and under that banner I have been writing for a range of magazines and national publications doing what I can to raise issues on all topics related to issues of sexuality.  Topics covered in some depth over the last 12 months include: the rise of the law on extreme pornography; anti-trans discrimination; sex work; heteronormative tendencies in the censorship of art.

These links should give a flavour of some of what I have been writing, although it is the attached draft on which I hope I will primarily be judged.  The first links up to a broad body of work on the Register, going back to May 2008, charting the evolution of the law on extreme porn.

http://search.theregister.co.uk/?q=extreme+porn&advanced=1&psite=0&author=John+Ozimek&date=the+dawn+of+time&site=all+The+Register+sites&results_per_page=20

This is work published in the Guardian, looking at an increasing tendency to censor local art on the basis of “family values”:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/libertycentral/2009/jul/20/art-censorship-local-government

Whilst over at Index on Censorship, I was involved in reporting on disciplinary action by a Surrey college against a lecturer who dared to introduce his students to the work of renowned trans artist, Del La Grace:

http://www.indexoncensorship.org/2009/08/life-class/

Last but by no means least, I reported on and was, in the end, an expert witness in a trial on Obscenity which, had it been lost, would have significantly changed the landscape for publishing of erotica in the UK:

http://www.indexoncensorship.org/2009/07/another-victim-of-an-obscene-law/

The last couple of links illustrate a role that I appear increasingly to be taking up in UK writing: being the first – sometimes the only writer – to raise an issue because the remainder of the (commercial) press are too conservative – or simply too worried about what their readers might say, to deal with issues of sexuality.

Whilst the above are examples of day to day writing, I have also been working over the last couple of months on a booklet for Consenting Adult Action Network.  A draft is attached with this e-mail and although there is still some minor editing work to be carried out (including a sense check on whether the title is right), the booklet is now almost complete.

The thesis that this booklet sets out is that many of the issues faced by individuals of a non-normative sexuality are not so much of their making, as the result of a society that is obsessed with sex – and with ensuring that sex is maintained within heteronormative boundaries.  The answer is not the granting of special rights for indivdual groups – but a far broader rights-based recognition that it is not the business of society and the state to interfere in the sex lives of consenting adults.

The booklet will be delivered as political statement to politicians and journalists – and thereafter be on sale (from November) to the general public.  Its significance lies, it is hoped, in the fact that it is the first real attempt to state categorically that discrimination on grounds of sexuality (as opposed to factors such as orientation or identity) is real and not merely something to be sniggered over with the Sunday tabloids: and it starts to document some of the very real consequences facing people outed for their sexuality.

One caveat: a couple of the case studies require final sign-off from the individuals involved before the booklet is published.  Therefore, please do not quote from the case study section in any form unless you have cleared it directly with myself.

Last but by no means least, I can confirm that I am more than happy to subscribe to the values and ethos of the Sexual Freedom Coalition, and look forward to seeing you later in the year.


